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ATHENS: A BURGEONING STREET ART SCENE

TEXT / REBECCA HALL

One of the world’s oldest cities with a history spanning more than 3,400
e birthplace of democracy, conjures up images of the Acropolis an

Art scene that also attracts visitors far and wide to this eces

goddess Athena — Athens, th
Yet in recent years, it is the burgeoning Street

metropolis, creating a unique bridge between its ancient past and stark present.

Since the 2008 European financial crisis, of which Greece bore the brunt,
Street Art has grown exponentially and most of the art you will find
around the city takes on issues of a political or social nature.
Art has always existed throughout ancient Greek times, whether in the
form of literature, poetry or painting. Graffiti, in some form, has always
existed in this city as ancient Greek painters expressed themselves on
walls. Indeed, the word originates from the Greek ‘to write’, so it should
be no surprise that the practice has grown here over time. The political
crisis of 2012 saw many political stencils crop up on the walls, yet it was
in 2017 that Street Art started to grow creatively with more murals and
community-funded projects.
Athens is considered by many to be a chaotic city, not following any real
structure - highlighted by an architecture where a visitor will often find
beautifully restored neoclassical mansions amalgamating with 1970s
Zfﬂce: blocks or next to crumbling houses whose upkeep is unaffordable
U:;Orom:‘t‘?ha:;oiiﬂgat:z; Sr:fac;; Art in the city also follows no specific
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dictatorial rule, throw-ups, wildstyle graffiti
stickers, paste-ups and public murals cr
community projects can be seen throughout.
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M e romisS 10 no? start .wnh the Athenian districts of Gazi and K

M\ﬁ | At ‘capital neighbourhoods’. erameikos as both could b

p’:‘.ﬂl’ origina' gasworks district of the city, now revived as ‘Tech e referred
L e Factory can b ; chnopolis’ —

o pavidis chocolat ry can be found on Pireos Street, the amuseum and exhibition
% nat poasts @ huge dystopian collaboration mural by A main artery road running through
; from social and poli iva and INO b
S" esstemnf ck from virusz It;: al issues ever present in Greece ande: titled Access Control
,a'”“oe under @ a S s.. ainted on the side of the ad;aéent ccess Control signifies
Last Supper © ens — again by INO with his trademark bl old tram building is the

ue lick of paint. His interpretation

Msu per’ SHOWS the Greek political system, th
dﬂust o8 His ministers sit idly b i i hirbiocit e
} smcssmg. y by, handling bribes or faliing as| : or the Prime Minister
ofte , Next to this, INO portrays the eyes of the Mona Lisa, hel N
. her pupils r ¢ | )
‘d.mw perhaps she segs whatlgoes on, but merely watches, as her eiareseﬂecnng v g
: on to the Kerameikos neighbourhood, just next to Gazi and 1ak~ e
workShOPs and cemetery located here, has some less politicall o S PSS9
potte” The Rabbit Hole Theatre on Germanikou Street, founded in QEOX LA s
e ' I 1 and hosti :
ourful mural of a irl T
girl sitting down, seemingly contemplating life with a 'ab;t lI:'act
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onher hwd"amSt unkno‘_Nn- BOthlSOt‘”s Fen and M.Koan have a love of animals, and
Msma"“ murals found in the neighbourhood - a black cat and peacock respecvt I 4o i
ively.
OMONIA
Tre edgier and more cosmopplltan area of Athens, Omonia has one of the oldest squares in the ci dati
featuring many neoclassical buildings. The 1960s was a popul ; ty, dating back to 1862 Previous page — Yiakou,
that mad p pular era for Omonia Square with the construction of a Awaking, Korydallos Lake Park
made it a perfect backdrop for Greek films of that period. Butin Walls, Athens (GR), 2022.
© AWESOVEATHENS

rcled by grass and flowers
period of decline

water fountain enci
1992, the fountain was remgved tq make way for the construction of the Metro system. Thus followed a
with many of the neoclassical buildings pulled down or falling into ruin, effectively turning the area into a free-flowin Above —Rabbit
d a place where people would not spend too much time due to the increasing crime rate. 2018 saw 2 wam
final transformation of the area and by ORERHE
Left — INO, Snow Blind, Omoni,

yaffic system. an
2020, a new fountain had been installed

_ one of the largest in Europe.

It is in this eclectic neighbourhood
that you will find two mural landmarks,
very well known throughout the city.
Along Pireos Street heading up towards
Omonia Square, you cannot help
put notice the He Is Praying for Us
collaboration mural based on an initial
idea by Pavlos Tsakonas and painted
by Manolis Anastasakos and the Kretsis
Crew. The mural, created in 2011 during
the initial stages of the Greek social,
political and economic crisis, depicts

the hands of God praying down to the
e-in-cheek reference t0

e painter and engraver
Albrecht purer's famous Praying
Hands. Farther along pireos Street In
Omonia, you will see anothe
masterpieces: Snowblind. Painted in
ide of an old public

2016 onto the si
puilding. the image depicts @

health
faceless man- INO'’s famous
's liver 1S
damaged, yet the man is unable to
comprehend this as he i SO addicted to
money and power -
Omonia 1S proof th
indeed provide 8 onc
of a city with the §

was so needed-
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PSYRI AND MONASTIRAKI

The tourist districts of Psyr and Monastirak
tavernas, the gateway to the Acropoiis and vy Yo
market ~ can be found along Athinas Street. The -

canvas to many street artists over time, from
and the r
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Stand outside the market entrance
SOUL Athens Hotel, contrasted by a crumbiing p
beneath it, is of a young girl with butterfies around her
by M.Koan, an artist commissioned by the hotel, s,
sustainability. Go farther along Athinas Street and "l‘ ol
XVI* century church of Agia Kiariki. Here, Yiakou r
with the colourful artwork beside the church, depict
a girl sitting by them, painted in 2019. But that was not ¢ ;'; .
in this place. The priest encouraged Yiakou to paint here - e ¢ )

in 2017 and a second in 2019. Both were destroyed by 3 7
thought it sacrilege to ‘deface’ a church, despite the priest eq
The current form has remained, probably because of the mate
that make it hard to remove.

A wander through Psyri showcases a variety of art. The
can be found on the corner of Sarri and Riga Palamidou Steet
All Dogs Go to Heaven. It depicts Riot Dog, a stray and the ‘ga
the protesters who would gather outside pariiament to suppo
join in during the financial crisis years. A collaboration by artists S\
N_Grams and Alex Martinez, Riot Dog was the
in 2011. The actual dog — Loukanikos - has now passed awa

memory lives on. Farther into Psyri, and Achilies makes an apg )
with his anamorphic Street Art, and the more recent Lord 8 Amens
by Cacao Rocks - created in 2021, the bicentennial of ths 1821 G
War of Independence - gives a nod to the great British r tic poet

rented a room in the capital in the 1800s

METAXOURGEIO
axourgeio was originally the silk district of
h many workshops and small

s it was considered a thriving, working class
area. The 1970s saw many families move away.
Industry shut down, and the area declined.

Buildings became abandoned and the red-light

district of Athens sprang up. These abandoned

K n open canvas for many artists
and ra and with the annual Petit Paris
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KORYDALLOS

W
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YVé move on to a different part of the city now. Korydallos
IS @ suburb of Athens, located between the City centre
and Piraeus Port, It is here tt at you will find one of
the largest public mural projects ever undertaken in
Greece. Korydallos itself is not a place frequented by
lourists, There used to be a women's prison located in
the heart of the neighbourhood, now earmarked for a
new, modern green park. The prison building has not
been demolished, rather with the co organisation of
the Municipality of Korydallos and Awesome Athens
Experiences, the primary objective is to promote Athens
and its suburbs through contemporary Urban Art

Korydallos certainly reflects this. Greek and foreign
artists have created an outdoor gallery of large-scale
Murals on the walls of the prison, a total surface area

f more than 1.300m". Ine pired by nature, the aquatic

IR s w yo 87

environment and art, imagination has run riot as you will
see in the 12 murals by 15 artists Masterpieces include
Proud Lark by Platonas depicting an old man writing
down his wishes and dreams with larks flying around
him, larks being a symbol of freedom. Wild Drawing’s
The lllusion of Freedom shows people sitting on horse
on a brightly coloured carousel, the title very apt as it
Implies that whilst we enjoy the carousal ride and the
feeling it gives us, we are merely going round and round
and our freedom is an lllusion. It is worth heading out
to the park to see for yourself how this farmer prisor
suburb has transformed the perception of the
through community support, colour d artistic talent
Take the Athens Metro Line 3 (Blue Line) to K dall
Metro station. It is then a five nute walk to Grig
Lamprak! & Solomou streets. B

Previous page, up - Billy G,

N Grams, Alex Martinez, Riot Dog,
Psyri & Monastirakl, Athens (GR
2015

Previous page, down - Wild
Drawing, Knowledge Speaks
Wisdom Listens, Metaxourgeio
Athens (GR), 201€

Above ~ Wild Drawing, Musion

of Freedom, Korydallos Lake
Park Walls, Athens (GR), 2022
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